
REACTION
Urban environment and public space are a part of our everyday life, where local 
culture and topography form а certain standard of human behavior. Order or chaos of 
streets and parks become a kind of test of our sensitivity. In these public places artists 
propose actions in which the dynamics of everyday life is understood as a new plastic 
experience and the forms of people’s spontaneous reaction to a proposed situation 
become an autonomous language independent from the pragmatism of the urban 
system.  
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1/
Ivan Argote 
(born in 1983 in Bogota, Colombia; lives and works in New York, 
USA)

Untitled, 2009. 4’59’’

Humanism and irony characterize the videos of Ivan Argote. His 
absurd performances transform the urban space into a theater, 
where everyone might become a spectator as well as an actor. The 
presented video is based on the “lost element” principle; this is a 
series of the scenes filmed in the streets of Paris. All the episodes 
show the passerby’s reactions to a certain event happened in front 
of them, but the event itself stays behind the scenes. 

2/
Jérôme Gras 
(born in 1976 in Caen, France; lives and works in Rouen, France)

Transfert, 2002. 4’26’

Since 2001, Jérôme Gras works with the urban space, often be-
ing inspired by the body art and actionism of the 60s history. His 
videos present short performances-actions, where the artist is the 
author and the actor. In the Transfert video, we see a man climb-
ing over different types of barriers. Urban landscape of suburbs 
change but the action remains the same. The repetition intensifies 
the visual effect and the meaning of the video providing a simple 
gesture with a metaphorical sense.  
 

3/
Andrea Acosta 
(born in 1983 in Bogota, Colombia; lives and works in Berlin, 
Germany)

The Crossing, 2010. 5’30’’

Andrea Acosta works with the public space in a critical and at the 
same time in a playing sense. In the video presenting her action 
in the French city of Rennes, she proposes a witty solution to the 
problem of the absence of zebra crossings in one of the central 
and busy streets of the city. The artist fabricates a rug with a zebra 
pattern, unrolls it across the road and crosses it without breaking 
the traffic rules.  



 4/
Aliénor Dauchez 
(born in 1984 in Annecy, France; lives and works in Berlin, 
Germany)

Schweigeperformance, 2009. 4’30

A girl stopped dead without any movement in the middle of a street 
and the peoples’ flux…  Someone tries to speak to her, someone 
just turns his head surprised, but the majority of the people just 
do not react in any way. The speechless performance of the young 
French artist tests the society on its attentiveness. The final video 
is a beautiful metaphor of an individual’s solitude in the crowd and 
a challenge to society. The performance also makes a reference to 
the actions of Czech artist Jiri Kovanda in the 70s.  

5/
Florent Mattei 
(born in 1970 in France; lives and works in Nice, France)

Impact, 2011. 4’54’’

In the focus of Florent Mattei’s video works is the man and his psy-
chology. In the T”op of the Pop” series, for example, the artist pres-
ents the auto portraits of teenagers who film themselves dancing 
to their favorite music. The process of this endless dance to an ex-
tent reveals the personality of every character. A similar principle 
is the base of the Impact video – this is a portrait of a young man 
running in the night city. We do not know his purpose neither the 
destination, the movement process becomes self-sufficient. 
 

6/
Francis Alÿs 
(born in 1959 in Antwerp, Belgium; lives and works in Mexico City, 
Mexico)

Barrenderos Mexico City, 2004. 6’56’’

With Francis Alys, walks on the city streets and squares turn into 
autonomous poetics. Actions he organizes in urban or nature land-
scapes invite to a dialogue about the condition of the surroundings 
we are in. One of his actions was organized on a street of Mexico 
City filled with rubbish. His proposition is to sweep it in one direc-
tion such that it forms a wall, with this simple plastic gesture con-
structing an obvious symbol.  
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7/
Tieri Rivière 
(born in Reunion Island, France; lives and works in Paris, France)

Firinga, 2009. 1’07’’

Being sculptor by education, Tieri Rivière works with the plastic 
characteristics of various materials. In his Parisian studio one can 
find the most unusual objects picked up by the artist on the streets 
and becoming elements not only of his installations but also of his 
video works. In the Firinga video, the artist advances forward with 
a big plastic plate in his hands trying to pass “behind” the screen 
frame, but the strong wind always blows him back to the field of 
camera vision. “Firinga” is the name of a powerful cyclone having 
devastated Reunion Island in 1989.  

8/
Michel de Broin 
(born in 1970 in France; lives and works in Paris, France)

Hell’s Kitchen, Shared Propulsion Car, 2005. 2’48’’

The ironic video made by Michel de Broin, like many other of his 
works, deals with the subjects of ecology and energy crisis. The 
artist transforms a cult American car Buick Regal of 1986 into a 
completely new vehicle: the engine, the suspension and the gear-
box were removed to lessen the weight of the car. In order to set it 
going, the passengers should apply their own physical force using 
a special bicycle-type pedal system. All the volunteers could try 
the new system during a walk in New York, which was recorded 
by the camera.


